[Chromosomal abnormalities and Waldenström macroglobulinemia].
Waldenström macroglobulinemia (WM) is now defined as an uncommon lymphoplasmocytic proliferation associated with an immunoglobulin M peak. The associated chromosomal abnormalities are not specific to the disease, and changes in the diagnostic criteria and techniques used as well as low-level abnormal cell proliferation made their analysis difficult. A literature review however, shows that if specific abnormalities were not recognized until now, it is the frequency of some chromosomal abnormalities (for instance partial deletion of the long arm of chromosome 6 and trisomy 4) that distinguishes WM from other chronic malignant B-cell proliferations. The data collected in the present review show directions for future research which will benefit from use of more recent techniques such as fluorescent in situ hybridization, comparative genomic hybridization and expression microarrays.